• many failed health reforms
• Obama administration passed health reform in a polarized political environment, under growing budget decit and other obstacles
• Democrats passed reform because they applied lessons from previous failures
• very important: neutralizing interest-group opposition
• ACA is historic legislation and best possible given political constraints
• Presidents Truman, Nixon, Carter, and Clinton failed at health reform • vocal opposition from Chamber of Commerce
• many stakeholders fought against specic features (e.g., public option)
• political costs of coopting stakeholders: • ACA is a great leap forward
